
Writing at Alex 
Park



Curriculum 
Offer



Intent

At Alexandra Park Junior School we believe that all pupils are entitled to a rich, broad and balanced curriculum.  We have devised long 
term planning that is linked with both foundation subjects and high quality texts.  We use inclusive teaching strategies, underpinned by 
assessment for learning strategies, with the aim of providing teaching and learning that is well matched to pupils’ needs.

At Alexandra Park Junior School we believe we can minimise the impact of the following barriers to learning through our approach to 
teaching and learning in writing:
* We provide children with rich, shared experiences within the classroom and enrichment opportunities to minimise the impact of pupils’ 

limited experience of the world so that there is an equality of opportunity for all to write purposefully.
* We provide a range of speaking and listening activities (including drama, word aware, activities and opportunities to share and present 

their learning) to support our EAL and INA learners.
* We make links to high quality and age appropriate texts in order to expand our children’s vocabulary and experience of books. These 

texts are also linked with foundation subject learning, so that pupils can acquire subject specific vocabulary.
* We use strategies based on assessment for learning to support the transition from Infant school to Junior school, and also to provide 

learning that is well matched to the needs of those who are inwardly mobile.
* We aim to use inclusive teaching practices and provide personalised learning to support pupils with special educational needs.



Intent – Long Term Plan



Progression 
Year 3

Recovery objectives
Retrieval objectives

Main objectives

At Alexandra Park we have written 
our own personalised curriculum to 
meet the needs of our pupils.
This is an example of one of our 
genres taught in Year 3.
Each genre is linked to the topic to 
create a purpose for writing.



Intent – Retrieval

We use retrieval activities that will be completed at the start of every English lesson.  These activities focus on spelling, punctuation, word 
class and sentence level objectives.  They are specifically designed to target gaps in learning and address common misconceptions.  These 
will ensure that pupils will ‘learn more and remember more.’



Implementation 

At Alexandra Park Junior School we aim to ensure an equality of opportunity for pupils to learn by minimising the variability of
the quality of provision.  We recognise both the need for consistency of approach to teaching writing whilst also recognising
the need for flexibility so that teachers can exercise their professional judgement to match learning to children’s needs.  

Therefore we have an aligned approach to the teaching and learning of writing.  That is, where some aspects of our approach 
are tight (this means that particular features must be taught as part of every 2/3 week writing sequence) and some are loose
(there is some flexibility about how and when other features are taught, based on AFL and teachers' professional judgement). 
This may result in some differences in provision and/or teaching sequence seen in each class within the same year group (to 
meet pupils’ individual needs).



Sequence of teaching 
In each planning sequence there must be:
* Drama/speaking and listening/shared experience/educational visit/hook so that no pupils are disadvantaged by their lack of 
experience of the world. This can sit at different points within the sequence to best fit the extended piece of writing, for 
example it may be appropriate to teach discrete grammar lessons first so that children can achieve the success criteria.

* Reading as a writer/ WAGOLL - Deconstruction of a WAGOLL in order to develop knowledge and understanding of new 
vocabulary, support language acquisition, and support children to understand the key features of a particular genre. It is 
expected at this stage that the children use this session to take increasing ownership of the development of a success criteria 
for writing. This can be an extract, chapter or whole text and can be taught within the reading lesson

*Vocabulary development so that children have an opportunity to share their vocabulary ideas and collect words/phrases from 
others to apply in their own writing.  This allows the teacher to address where vocabulary is used inappropriately e.g for a 
simile: as angry as a fox. This can be moved around the beginning of the sequence but must NOT be after the shared writing.  
Vocabulary development can be done more than once as appropriate according to the need of the genre and context for 
writing.

* Discrete grammar lessons - minimum of 1 per week. Teachers must use the Progression of Skills document to identify which 
objectives to teach, which ensures full coverage of the Key Stage Two curriculum. It is expected that the majority of grammar
work is linked to the genre being taught and/or the topic. This can sit at different points within the sequence to best fit the 
extended piece of writing, there may be more than the equivalent of one per week on order to teach or reinforce objectives 
not previously secured.



Sequence of teaching 
* There will be opportunities to develop pupils’ vocabulary and knowledge of the key features of genres through shared 
writing and modelling opportunities. It is expected that teachers use inclusive teaching strategies that increase pupil 
participation especially ensuring that the most vulnerable pupils are actively participating in the
sessions), that these sessions are differentiated to ensure that the modelling and shared writing is closely linked to success 
criteria (based on AFL) and pupil need and that these sessions are not disproportionately led by teaching assistants for the 
most vulnerable pupils. The full genre piece need not be modelled, it may be more appropriate to model/ produce a shared 
write of a shorter section.

* What is important is that the modelling and shared writing is closely linked to the success criteria, for example the inclusion 
of a rhetorical question into an introductory paragraph.

* Spelling is taught in separate, discrete sessions which will be matched to pupil need through streamed groups across the 
year group. This will cover the Key Stage Two curriculum. Teachers will make explicit links from this discrete session to 
extended writing sessions.

* Handwriting - this will be taught at a minimum of twice a week in discrete timetabled sessions.  Additional practice will be 
done in books across all areas of the curriculum promoting high standards in books.  There will be half-termly competitions to 
raise the profile of handwriting and winners displayed in the school.



Sequence of teaching 
* A session to plan an extended piece of writing with particular elements of the plan linked to specific success criteria (based
on AFL/ Target tracker gap analysis). It may be appropriate to plan and then write shorter sections, for example an extended 
piece of narrative writing.

* An extended piece of writing - this should be largely independent with teachers and teaching assistants mainly used to 
provide high quality feedback to move learning on and set next steps for learning within the session. There should also be 
opportunities for children to self assess against differentiated success criteria as part of the lesson so that they can improve
their work during the session. This piece will be assessed using the target tracker statements. It may be appropriate to plan 
and then write shorter sections, for example an extended piece of narrative writing.

* Opportunities to edit and improve - these are based on the success criteria. Pupils will use purple pens to edit and improve 
their work. The skills of editing are discretely taught as part of the unit of learning. It may be appropriate to edit and 
improve shorter sections as they are written, for example a non-chronological report.

* Opportunities to share learning in order to create purposeful writing experiences. This can be in any form that encourages 
a celebration of success, an opportunity to perform, opportunity to present their work in different ways and opportunities to
verbalise newly acquired subject specific/technical vocabulary. For example, a poetry slam, entry into a competition, green 
screen presentation.



Implementation 

Diversity, Inclusion, SMSC and British Values opportunities

Year 3 – Non chronological report about a significant figure to the children, persuasion linked to the Amazon rainforest.

Year 4 – Planet Earth information text, persuasive letter.

Year 5 – Diary writing in the character of Floella Benjamin, balanced argument around immigration, 

Year 6 – Crime and punishment balanced argument, inclusive piece linked to the novel Wonder, writing around the Islamic 
Civilisation, head boy and girl speech for year group vote.



Implementation 
Intervention

Intervention is targeted for children who are a cause for 
concern in both attainment and progress.  These children 
are identified in pupil progress meetings held 4 times a year.



Implementation 

Individual targets

We are having a big push on individual targets.
The intent of this is for children to fully 
understand what they need to do in order to 
improve their writing and take ownership of their 
progress..

These targets are also the focus of feedback in 
lessons and in 1:1 editing sessions with an adult.



Impact 

There is a clear expectation that all classes are making progress towards achieving age related expectations.  All objectives used in TLC and 
S2S must be taken from Target Tracker to support accurate assessment and develop children’s understanding of grammatical terminology. 

Progression of both knowledge and skills across the Key Stage secures pupils’ understanding of the key objectives, as well as promoting 
independence. We believe that our writing curriculum lays solid foundations for our pupils to build on as they move in to Key Stage 3.

Impact will be measured through ‘spotlights’ three times a year which will include :-

• book scrutinies

• planning scrutinies

• learning walks

• lesson observations and pop-ins

• staff and pupil voice

• data analysis (4 times a year)



Impact - examples of progress 
Year 3



Impact - examples of progress 
Year 4



Impact - examples of progress 
Year 5



Impact - examples of progress 
Year 6



Impact – from Year 3 to Year 6



Impact – from Year 3 to Year 6



Displays
Every year group has a 

display where published 
pieces are presented.

This promotes the high 
standards expected in 

writing.



Displays

Each class has an English working 
wall.

Prompts, word mats, vocabulary 
boards and shared writing is added 
throughout the teaching of a genre.

Children can then use this wall as 
reference to support independent 

writing.



Displays
Each week, a different year group takes 
part in a handwriting competition.  This 

is a time where children can focus 
purely on their handwriting and 
presentation.  Those who have 

improved the most are celebrated and 
handwriting pens awarded to those 

ready to have one.  These positives are 
shared in assembly to promote the 

high standards expected.



Star writing folders

After completing an independent piece of 
writing for each genre, children are given 

time to ‘publish’ their work.  These 
published pieces are assessed and kept in a 

‘Star Writing Folder’.  These folders are 
shared with children and parents 

throughout their journey at Alex Park so 
they can see their progression and reflect 

on their learning.
Parents are invited to view these regularly 
in our ‘Come and See my Writing sessions.
Year 6 take these home when they leave 

our school.
They are not shared with any external 

agency or for any other purpose than to 
enable pupils to reflect on their own 

progress.



Spelling Bee
To promote spellings in our school we
annually enter the  Regional Spelling Bee.  
We hold our own competition in school to 
decide on who will represent us before we 
attend the finals in the civic Centre.  In 
2018 we came second out of all the 
Oldham schools!



Published Writers

We love to have our writing 
published.
We often enter writing 
competitions and even have 
our own school newspaper!






Active Learning
We promote drama and oral 

presentation in every 
sequence of learning to 

promote better skills in oracy, 
which then feeds into learning 

to write,



Year 3

Rainbow writing is being 
used to make sure basic 
punctuation is correct

for some of our children.
To help us develop our skills of

writing a high quality setting
description we are going to create

the setting from Oliver Twist in
teams!

Hooks and 
enrichment 
to engage 
children in 

their writing.

We use talk for writing 
techniques to orally 
rehearse our writing 

before putting pen to 
paper.

We explore age related 
WAGOLLs to learn how 
authors use language 

and grammar features in 
different genres.

We use Steps to Success 
so we know how to 
achieve our learning 
challenges and set 

targets for 
improvement.

I am proud of my writing 
because I added vocabulary, 
punctuation, grammar, detail 

and I was successful.
We use RRI as an 

intervention to ensure 
all pupils achieve the 

intended learning 
outcome in lessons.



Year 3 I like it when we 
publish our 

writing.



Year 4

Planning grids 
encourage 

application of 
taught objectives.

We identify 
incorrect spellings 

and then the 
children follow 

these up.

Inprint is being used to 
support INA learners.

We link 
topic, 

reading and 
writing 

together for 
a thematic 
approach

I get verbal 
feedback and I act 

on it.



Year 4
I am proud of my 

writing because it has 
lots of detail and I 

edited it.



Year 5
We use Narrative Therapy 

strategies to support 
pupils with planning their 

writing.

Word aware for the 
writing topic 

personalised for SEND 
children.

Lessons 
focused 

on editing 
and 

improving

We use Now Press 
Play for drama 

opportunities that 
supports our writing in 

different genres.
On the Steps To Success, if 

I can’t do it, I discuss it 
with the teacher.

Using the steps to success 
when editing.  The 

process of self 
assessment, then peer 
assessment and then 
editing to include the 

features.

We often perform our 
writing to practice our 

intonation and 
expression



Year 5

English lessons are good 
because you express 
what you know and 

show off.



Year 6

Our teacher gives us verbal 
feedback which we then 
act upon to improve our 
writing with purple pen.

I Pink highlight if I have 
met the TLC.

If the step is in my writing 
I tick it, if not I include it 

next time.

Challenges in English are 
fun.  It can be tricky but I 

get there in the end. We develop our own Steps 
To Success and apply 

grammatical concepts we 
have learned from other 

genres.

We are assessed against 
the steps to success with a 
specific focus on a different 

skill each lesson.



Year 6

I love my English 
lessons because I learn 

how to write better 
stories.
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