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Dear Parents and Carers,

VE Day Celebrations
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Yesterday we marked the historic 80th anniversary of VE Day with our school community to
unite and celebrate 80 years of peace since the end of World War Il in Europe that so many
millions paid the ultimate sacrifice to achieve it.

VE Day 80 is not only a tribute to those who fought for the freedom we all enjoy today, but also a
powerful reminder of the resilience and unity that has defined our country ever since.

We thank all our families who contributed £1 for day - where children could wear clothes in red,
white and blue - that will be donated to the RBLI (Royal British Legion Industries) who provide
life-long support to serving and ex-serving members of the British Armed Forces, their families
and dependents through hardships, injuries and bereavements.

The whole school marked a two minutes silence at 12 noon to remember the end of the Second
World War in Europe and to mark the 80th anniversary of VE day.

In the afternoon the children also used their writing skills to reply to a letter that was sent by a
100 year old veteran Mervyn Kersh. Thank you to the children who read out this letter yesterday
in our VE Celebration assembly. We attach the Veteran’s letter to share with our wider
community.

Children loved the special ‘VE day lunch’ with a red, white and blue theme, incorporating a
wartime-inspired menu, decorated cakes and ice cream to celebrate this significant historical
moment.

A message for our year 6 children - all the very best for next week, you have got this!

YEA@YO%!E ALL

BRILLIANT

A PoEM FoR YEAR SLX
PR B spaRKY
DONt GET STRESSED,
Just Do YouR BESt,
REMEMBER. YoU'VE BEEN BLESSED

WItH SKLLLS SAtS CAN't tEST. SrCaaaliuan s+

Let’s get reading - BOOM Reader

“If you are going to get anywhere in life you have to read a lot of books.” - Roald Dahl

Well done to all the children and families who have logged onto Boom reader. We are pleased
to announce the most home reading logs recorded on Boom reader this week.
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Position

Name

Reads at home

First Place

Noah Robin Class 5

44 parent reads

Second Place

Farhaan Mohammad Class 1

22 parent reads

Third Place

Aryaan Ahmed Class 5

5 parent reads

Spelling Shed Winners

Top Spelling Shed Pupils

# Avatar Pupil Groups

1. Raja AHMED Class 11 24/25,6b - Miss Nolan

Aleena Ahmed Class 8

Muhammad Ayaz Class 4
HUSSAIN

TT Rockstars - CELEBRATIONS!

24/25,5b - Miss Mahmood

24/25,Mrs Mellor - phonics Y4

Score

8,191,936

2,713,737

2,585,734

The most accurate Class

Class 12

The most active Class

Class 4

The most improved speed

Zakariyya Bin Jahid Class 12

The most active player

Aizah Younis Class 7

Word Aware

This week’s word is ‘tranquil.’

Please encourage your child to use this word when out and about.

Attendance

Well done to the below classes for achieving 95% or above last week.

1,3,4,5,6,7,11and 12.

‘Word of the Week

| tranquil

CELEBRATING WORDS

Class 3 will receive their waffle treat as they had the highest attendance in school -

WELL DONE!

[/ — \
ATTENDANCE MATTER!
N~ -—"
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Food Vouchers to cover the May Half Term Holiday 2025.

You may have read in the local media that Oldham Council has been allocated
Government through the Household Support Fund. Some of this funding will be
used to cover food voucher support for children eligible for means tested Free
School Meals over school holidays to prevent holiday hunger.

We want to ensure that those eligible for free school meals on the grounds of low income
receive a food voucher to cover May half term at a rate of £15 per eligible child.

The most effective way of ensuring vulnerable families receive the vouchers that can be used in
the Oldham supermarket of their choice is via a third-party online hub — known as Evouchers.
Evouchers is a data integration company already used by many schools in Oldham who offer a
free school meal voucher system. This voucher system has a live link to your school’s data
therefore automatically recognises the students who are eligible for Free School Meals. The
system should be quick and easy to use and produces the vouchers that can be used in most
Oldham supermarkets.

If your child is entitled to income based free school meals, please look out for an email and/or
text confirming that your voucher has been issued.

For more information go to: https://help.evouchers.com/hc/en-gb

This includes a step-by-step guide of how to access the vouchers (once your school has issued
them to you).

If you have any questions, please contact the school in the first instance.

For any families needing support with food and essential supplies over the school holiday,
please visit the Oldham Council website www.oldham.gov.uk/wecanhelp which lists financial
support and benefits that are available for residents.

If you need any support with this please contact Miss Booth or Mrs North in the school office.

A healthier and happier school run

Did you know that children who walk or cycle to school experience an 8% boost in
concentration levels after just four hours, compared to those who are driven?

Walking the whole way — or parents parking just five minutes away and walking the rest — can
make a big difference.

Benefits include better focus and memory, healthier body weight, less traffic congestion,
cleaner air for everyone.

Let’s work together to make the school run calmer, safer, and healthier for our community.
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Retuvn Jour VE Mail lettevs ‘o

. Merwyn Kevsh
Pupils of Alexandra Park Jr School VE Mail
$  Alexandra Park Jr SChool  geasgens an
= BrookLane Po Box b\5
@ Oldham PETERBOROUGH -
»~ OL8 2BE PE'L 'LBH

Dear Pugils of Alexandva Park v School

T was st & years old whea wav was declaved. T was evacuated $vom
London to the South-wWest of Enrjland away $vom the Gevwan Bomboevs,
LUt T vetuwned home aot long after a5 the bombing hada't yet begun.
My £ather convevted our coa?ce\\ar nto an air-vaid shelter with bunks
and a €ood Stove and we spent a lot o€ time theve ovev thoSe wonths.

Just eiaht days after T le€t colleae - T veceived a letter calling we
€or trdining in Lanavkshive, Scotlavd. A lon way €rom London! Ater our
witial training, we weve aatheved and assianed to vaits. We weve wnever
called by name, only by n?vn\oe.\r. Ask any veteran, and T bet theyll
vewewber theivs.

T June \944, aged 19, T landed in France as gart of the 0-Oay invasion
o€ Noemandy. T was tevvified. Tt Yook & hours to cvoss the chawnnel,
and after T landed on the beach, T wade wy way inland to Seavch €oc a
suitable glace to build up a stock o€ 1,000 vehicles of all kindS Yo Sugely
the Cocward Units. At €irst we occugied a Chateau, a beauti€ul French
castle, but it was €ull o€ Gevwman booly tvags. Theve weve exglosives
hidden in books, the giano and even in the toilets.

Life was tough. T Slegt under vehicles and in wakeshi€t sheltevs. Because
o€ wy Jewish €aith, T couldnt eat veqular avwmy vations and Suvvived
woStly on tinned geaches and what T Could cobble +ocje'\-&aev.

Tn Spring 1945, T avvived neav Bevgen-Belsen concentration camp st
after '.12 libevation. T wet wmany o the sucvivoes—Tewish geogle Sill in
stviged UniCorms, Stavving and €rail. They weve walking to the nearby
Station hoging to meet someone who had wews of theid howme oc their
famiy. T ejag-»wed chocolate vations $vom wy fellow Soldiexs to give
away,.

=




T wissed VB Day. T was on a Sealed tvain €or % hours with dimmed
liahts and boavded Up windows. T had vo idea what was haggening in the
wovld outside that cavviaae. When we avvived in Bvuaes on 9 May, theve
WaS wUSIc and geogle weve dancing n the Streets. Allocal told we the
wav was ovev. T yined in €or a qUick dance-and thea ‘Deﬁan Wy jouvney
howme.

T avvived back in London eavlier than expected. T vang the doovbell and
wmy wother anSweved. She looked at we and aid, "Can T help you”'-she
didnt vecognice we after wy time at wav. The wav in Buvope was ovey,
but we werent veleased {vom the avmy. T was told Td be Sent Yo
wvade the beaches of Jagan, but the day before T was due Yo tvave),
Jagan Suvvendeved. Tnstead, T was gosted to Eﬁ\.;q-\-, wheve it was vevy
hot and T €ell ill with dysentevy.

When T was €inally home ov 9ood, adysting to evevyday li{e was wnot
easy. T tvied to €nd OJ)Ob thot wmatched “Q-.e ckills T'd developed duvin
wy Sevvice, but it was dificult. Theve weve So wMany Young men like we,
all \ooki\nr:) €or wovk at the sowme time.

Duving the wav, T Sevved alonaside geople rom dif€event classes,
veligions, ages and pavts of the countvy, indeed the wovrld. Tooether we
leavned about vesilience, vesponsibility and how to stay strong. Tt takes
a lot o€ Stvenath to ackieve geace and we Shouldn't vomanticise wav ond
Violence.

T Turned 100 1ast year and T SHill Visit Schools to Shave wy Stovy with
Joung geogle like you. Now wove than evey, it 5 important that we dont
let The les%ons of war $ade away.

With wavrmest wishes,
MEV‘U\'n

D-Day Veteran, Mervyn Kersh, aged 100

together.org.uk/vemail
education(@together.org.uk
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