
 Year: 5      Unit of Learning: The British Empire Knowledge organiser 

 What have I previously learned? 
I know about the Victorian Period and its impact on Britian.  
 

Vocabulary – Goldilocks words 

Prompts to help me in my learning. 
 
 

Useful links 

         

Word Definition 

empire An extensive group of states or countries ruled over by a 
single monarch, an oligarchy, or a sovereign state. 

colony A country or area under the full or partial political control of 
another country and occupied by settlers from that country. 

immigration The action of coming to live permanently in a foreign country. 

Emigration The act if leaving one’s own country to settle permanently in 
another. 

Slave A person who is forced to work for and obey another and is 
considered to be their property. 

Trade The action of buying and selling goods and services. 
 

 

Sticky Knowledge 
 Between 1497 and 1997 Britain had many colonies around the world. These 

colonies allowed Britain access to goods and trade that made Britain very rich. 
 The triangular trade route is the name given to the route that trade ships would 

take. They transported slaves from Africa to America and the Caribbean, then 
raw materials from there to Britain. These goods were turned into finished 
products and traded in Africa for slaves. 

 Between 10 and 12 million Africans were transported across the Atlantic in 
terrible conditions to work on plantations as slaves, where they were treated as 
property and had no rights. 

 Britain was the first country in the world to abolish slavery in 1807. 
 Many of the countries that were once part of The British Empire became part of 

The Commonwealth of Nations. These countries are said to be united through 
their common values of democracy, human rights, and the rule of law. 

  

 

 

 


