
Geography at 
Alex Park



Curriculum offer



Intent

At Alexandra Park Junior School, we want our pupils to be interested and excited about the world around them, both at a local and global
level. We strive to develop enquiring minds which will lead to a thirst for knowledge and inquisitiveness that will stay with them for the

rest of their lives. We actively encourage our learners to ask questions about the physical and human environments in which they live,

researching and discussing differences between people and places around the world. In this way, geography actively promotes
citizenship and celebrates cultural, spiritual and moral diversity of both people and places. Pupils are taught to work with maps, plans,

globes, information technology and other resources in order to develop their geographical skills and knowledge of places.

Geographical fieldwork and investigations provide vital opportunities for collaboration and developing a sense of individual

responsibility. Our substantive and disciplinary progression map has been developed to meet the needs of all learners, enabling
children to make links to previous learning and wider areas of the curriculum. The teaching of geographical vocabulary and

terminology is explicitly taught and interwoven within the curriculum. These core values are at the heart of the curriculum,

personalising the learning experience for our pupils and building their cultural capital. Together with the aims set out in the National

Curriculum, this vision is achieved by:-

• Fostering a sense of wonder, curiosity and fascination of the world

• Celebrating diversity and opening learners’ eyes to the wider world

• Encouraging pupils to become responsible, global citizens of the future

• Equipping children with the skills to navigate and explore the world around them



Intent 
Long term plan
 



At Alexandra Park, the geography curriculum 
has been developed to meet the needs of all 
learners, enabling children to make links to 
previous learning and wider areas of the 
curriculum. The teaching of geographical 
vocabulary and terminology is explicitly 
taught and interwoven within the 
curriculum. 

Substantial knowledge
Disciplinary skills
Consolidation









Intent 
Retrieval task

Retrieval tasks at the start of the lesson help to consolidate learning.. As a way 
of aiding long-term memory retention, knowledge and skills are systematically 
developed across the key stage and there is a clear progression of knowledge, 
skills and understanding across the four key strands of geography (locational 
knowledge; place knowledge; human and physical geography and geographical 
skills and fieldwork). 
These are adapted from Year 1 to Year 6. They are specifically designed to target 
gaps and ensure pupils will ‘learn more and remember more.’

At the start of each topic we make learning links to 
anything we have learned previously or already 
know about. 
Before we start a topic, links to prior knowledge 
helps children build on prior knowledge.

At the end of the topic we review what 
we have learned. We have as session that 
summarises, evaluates and applies 
knowledge and skills learned. 



Our curriculum is founded on the National Curriculum and has been tailored to meet the specific needs of our learners, taking into

account the distinctive features of our local area and community. A personalised curriculum, which is closely linked to other areas

of the curriculum, has been developed in order to broaden our pupils’ life experiences. Examples include:- reinforcing pupils’

understanding of global issues such as Fairtrade and sustainability; clear cross-curricular links between geography and the wider

curriculum; as well as linking topics to ‘real-life’ issues. Wherever possible, ‘learning links’ are made to encourage children to build

on prior learning and link new learning to what they already know. As a result, we have strong links to our feeder school, Glodwick

Infants, in order to build on and consolidate prior learning. Retrieval tasks at the start of the lesson will also help to consolidate 

learning.. As a way of aiding long-term memory retention, knowledge and skills are systematically developed across the key stage

and there is a clear progression of knowledge, skills and understanding across the four key strands of geography (locational

knowledge; place knowledge; human and physical geography and geographical skills and fieldwork). In order to support pupils in

committing knowledge and skills to the long term memory, knowledge mats are used to support learning both at home and in

school, retrieval sessions are built into lessons and children are provided with opportunities to reflect on and summarise their

learning. To support the sequential teaching of knowledge and skills, there are 3 distinct elements that run throughout our

geography curriculum;

1. An overview of the world around us, including mapping and putting places in context on a wider scale

2. Empathy and understanding of people and places around us

3. Impact of our own and others’ actions at both a global and local level

Implementation



In each planning sequence there must be :

1. An overview of the world around us, including mapping and putting places in context on a wider 

scale. This could be when children find different countries, cities on a map/globe, using the atlas, 

using digimaps. 

2. Empathy and understanding of people and places around us.  This is taught through:

-Objectives-led; the teacher shares the learning objectives with students and structures the lesson to

lead them to acquire that learning.

For example : 
What is a forest and why are they so important for me?
What do we mean by ‘our climate’, has it changed before and is it changing now?
Why is a school built in Oldham?
How does life in Brazil compare to life in England?

3 The impact of our own and others’ actions at both a global and local level is then looked at. 

Implementation
Sequencing



▪ Each lesson will start with prior learning. This will be the retrieval activity so children 
can recall what they have learned in geography already. This would connect children's 
minds and prior experiences. 

▪ Questioning is an important part of the lesson. Critical thinking has been mapped out 
alongside vocabulary, enabling children to progressively develop their ability to think 
like geographers and make connections between different areas of learning.

▪ Children learn about their local environment and their impact upon it. This will allow 
children to have a greater understanding of the world around them.

▪ Units are linked to sustainability so that children understand the impact of human 
and physical geography.

Implementation
Sequencing



Implementation: 

Diversity, Inclusion, SMSC and British Values opportunities

Year 3- Contrast with East Anglia- looking at human and physical geography. 
Rainforests- what is deforestation and how the climate changes?

Year 4- Mountains and earthquakes- looking at how countries that are located on tectonic plates have frequent 
earthquakes. People in low income countries (LICs) are more vulnerable to the threat of tectonic hazards because of 
poor health services, lack of emergency services and poorly built houses and structures.

Fairtrade and sustainability-Where does our food come from? 
Catalonia-Comparing Catalonia to Greater Manchester. 

Year 5- Coasts- What impact do coasts have on people? Where are the different coats around the world?
Brazil- Looking at rich and poor inequality.  Compare and contrast human and physical features in Brazil to England. 

Year 6- Rivers- Being environmentally friendly.  What effect flooding has on the environment?
Volcanoes- What impact do volcanoes have on people? Why people choose to live near volcanoes? Comparing Iceland 
to where children live. 



By placing enjoyment and achievement at the heart of the geography curriculum, we are broadening our pupils’ horizons and 

highlighting the relevance of the global dimension to their own lives. Progression of both substantive and disciplinary knowledge across 

the Key Stage secures pupils’ understanding of the four strands of geography, as well as promoting independence using a range of 

geographical maps. Children will begin to make relevant links from geography to other curriculum subjects such as history and science. 

We believe that our geography curriculum lays solid foundations for our pupils to build on as they move in to Key Stage 3.

There is a clear expectation that all classes are making progress towards achieving age related expectations.  All objectives used in TLC 

and S2S must be taken from Target Tracker to support accurate assessment and develop children’s understanding of grammatical 

terminology. 

Progression of both knowledge and skills across the Key Stage secures pupils’ understanding of the key objectives, as well as promoting 

independence. We believe that our writing curriculum lays solid foundations for our pupils to build on as they move in to Key Stage 3.

Impact will be measured through ‘spotlights’ three times a year which will include :-

• book scrutinies

• planning scrutinies

• learning walks

• lesson observations and pop-ins

• staff and pupil voice

• Data analysis

Impact



Impact
▪ By placing enjoyment and achievement at the heart of the geography curriculum, we are 

broadening our pupils’ horizons and highlighting the relevance of the global dimension to 

their own lives. 

▪ Progression of both substantive and disciplinary knowledge across the Key Stage secures 

pupils’ understanding of the four strands of geography, as well as promoting independence 

using a range of geographical maps.

▪ Teachers have high expectations, and more quality is evident in books. 
▪ Geography spotlight twice a year- autumn and one in summer looking at lessons 

observations, book scrutinies, teacher and pupil voice, environment learning walks, use 

deep dive questions to identify gaps to provide next steps for staff CPD. 

▪ Recent spotlight information 

▪ The 5 components for each topic links to TT statements so it is easier for staff to assess. 
▪ Key vocabulary that children need to know for that topic is highlights and embedded within 

each lesson. 

▪ From the recent pupil voice, children have a thirst of knowledge and really enjoy learning 

the different topics. 

▪ SEND pupils access the same curriculum but the teaching methods are scaffolded. Content is 

broken down into smaller chunks.



As part of the pre and post assessment in geography, a KWL grid is completed before a topic 
is  taught and after the topic. The KWL grid shows children's prior learning aswell as which 

children need to be targeted. 

As part of the summative assessment, children present their learning in the form of their own 
autonomy (poster, presentation, pictures etc). 

This allows teachers to group 
the children. Who has previous 

knowledge, those that have 
limited knowledge or have 

misconceptions and those that 
have no previous knowledge on 

this unit.

At the end of the unit the children 
complete the L part of their KWL 
grid, where they answer the five 
components of what they have 

already learnt.



Impact - examples of progress 
Year 3



Impact - examples of progress 
Year 4



Impact - examples of progress 
Year 5



Impact - examples of progress 
Year 6 



Cross curricular links  



Cross curricular links  



Class debate 
on reasons for 
and against 
dams. 

Geography Active learn books
Using map skills to 

locate different 
fairtrade items.



Displays

Our displays have a specific purpose.  We have working walls in the 
classroom including a world map we annotate and build on with 

our learning.
In the corridor, we display our last taught topic and all our work to 

help us remember what work we have previously done.



Maps in the classroom
Under review 
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