
 
 

9th December 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Christmas holiday food vouchers  

We are again distributing vouchers to families eligible for means tested Free School Meals 
(FSM) funded by the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP).  The food vouchers for 
Christmas will be sent out this Friday.   

Is your child too sick for school? 

Please find attached guidance regarding advice as too when your child should be kept off school 
due to illness. 
We would like to thank all our families for working closely with us to ensure that children are in 
school as many days as they can be. 
Our attendance is steadily improving again. 

Holiday Activities & Food Winter Programme 

Please see attached leaflet. 

https://www.oldham.gov.uk/haf 
  
The FANTASTIC activities will start as soon as school finishes for the Christmas holiday and is free 
for children and young people aged 5+ who are eligible for the free school meal benefit. Those who 
are not eligible for the FSM benefit can still participate at a small cost. 

We advise parents to talk to the organisations and book their children on the activities.  

Public Health Update  

Strep A is a bacterium found in the throat and on the skin. It can cause respiratory and skin 
infections, and scarlet fever. 

Scarlet fever is usually a mild illness, but it is highly infectious. Symptoms to look out for in 
your child include a sore throat, headache, and fever, along with a fine, pinkish or red body 
rash with a sandpapery feel. On darker skin, the rash can be more difficult to see but will 
have a sandpapery feel. 

Contact your GP if you suspect your child has scarlet fever, because early treatment with 
antibiotics is important to reduce the risk of complications such as pneumonia or a blood-
stream infection. 

Please find attached an information leaflet that has been created by the NHS GM.  This 
should help to answer any questions and reassure you in what to do if your child is poorly.
 

https://www.oldham.gov.uk/haf


Let’s get reading - BOOM Reader  

“If you are going to get anywhere in life you have to read a lot of books.”  - Roald Dahl 

 

Well done to all the children and families who have logged onto Boom reader.  We are pleased to 
announce the most home reading logs recorded on Boom reader this week. 

Spelling Shed Winners 
 

TT Rockstars  - CELEBRATIONS! 

Position Name Reads at home 

First Place Muhammad Zayaan Class 4 71 home reads WOW!

Second place Marwah Khan Class 4 43 home reads 

Third Place Ammar Khan Class 4 32 home reads 

Place Total points awarded for 
correct spellings

Child 

1st 73,691,139 Anus Kousar - Class 11

2nd 48,998,480 Simra Gul - Class 12 

3rd 30,373,257 Hadi Malick - Class 11

The most accurate Class Class 11

The most active class Class 6 

The most improved speed Hamza Dawud Class 4

The most active child Inaaya Noor Class 11



 

Word Aware  

This week’s word is ‘tinsel’. Please encourage your child to use this word when out and about and 
complete the activities, which Miss Varley will share on Class Dojo. 

A fond farewell 

We would like to say thank you and good bye to Mr Hamill (Class 10 - teacher) as he will be leav-
ing us on Friday 16th December.  Mrs Griffin (Deputy Headteacher) will be teaching Class 10 with  
with Mrs Seabright (Headteacher) and Miss Varley (SENCO) in the afternoons. 

ATTENDANCE 

Well done to classes 5, 7, 9 and 12 for achieving over 96% attendance last week. 
Class 12 enjoyed a treat in the hall on Friday for achieving the highest percentage in 
school. 

Dates for next week: 

Monday 12th December and Tuesday 13th December  

Christmas lunch for children and parents from 11.30pm. Christmas Jumper can be worn on 
both Days.Tickets have been issued, parents/carers can arrive from 11.15am. 

Monday 12th December  

Family Christmas craft afternoon 2pm onwards. Tickets have sold out. 

Wednesday 14th December - 9.30am Year 3 Christmas Production 'Olivia' Whole School. 

Thursday 15th December - 9.20am Year 3 Christmas Production 'Olivia' for Year 2 Glodwick 

children and Year 3 parents. 

Christmas parties are being arranged in year groups and children will be able to come    
dressed in party clothes. These will be confirmed this week for next week. 

Children will also be visiting Abbey Hey Care home to sing joyous Christmas songs. Our Christmas 
tree decorated with the children's handmade decorations will also be donated to the residents 
when we finish for the Christmas holidays on Friday 16th December. 

Just a reminder we finish for the Christmas holidays on Friday 16th December at 3.10pm 
and return to school in the New year on Tuesday 3rd January 8.40am. 

To see the school holidays, please click this link.   

http://www.alexandrapark.oldham.sch.uk/?page_id=71

http://www.alexandrapark.oldham.sch.uk/?page_id=71
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Oldham’s Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) programme 
is a package of support for children and young people on 
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Department for Education.

From cooking sessions and arts and crafts to indoor and 
outdoor sports, drama, and dance, we have a wide variety  
of enriching activities available for you to enjoy in partnership 
with our local providers.

As part of every session, children will also receive a healthy 
meal alongside plenty of interesting and useful nutritional 
information to take home too.

For more information on Oldham’s  
HAF programme, please visit  
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Get involved in Oldham’s  
Holiday Activities and Food  

programme



Is your child too sick for school? 
We understand that children can sometimes feel under the weather and they may need to 
take time off to visit a doctor. Please can parents/carers inform the school via Class Dojo 
or ring the office on 0161 770 8321 for every day of their child’s absence between 
8am and 9am.  Thank you 



Strep A  
Advice for parents and caregivers 
 

What is it Group Strep A? 
Group Strep A is a bacterial type of germ that can cause scarlet fever. These bacteria also 
cause other respiratory and skin infections such as strep throat and impetigo (a skin infection). 

These are usually mild illnesses, which although highly infectious, can be treated at home with 
antibiotics. 

In very rare occasions, the bacteria can get into the bloodstream and cause an illness called 
invasive Group A strep. Whilst still uncommon, there has been an increase in invasive Group 
A strep cases this year, particularly in children under 10. 

Symptoms 
Look out for symptoms in your child, which include:  

x Sore throat 
x Headache 
x Strawberry tongue or tonsils (swollen or bumpy or covered in white spots) 
x A fine, pinkish or red body rash with rougher skin that feels like sandpaper. On darker skin 

the rash may be more difficult to see 
x If your child is under 3 months old and has a temperature of 38°C or is older than 3 months 

and has a temperature of 39°C or higher (if you have a thermometer to check) 
x If your child feels hotter than usual when you touch their back or chest or feels sweaty (if 

you don’t have a thermometer to check) 

Seeking help 
Contact NHS 111 or your GP if you suspect your child has scarlet fever, because early 
treatment with antibiotics is important to reduce the risk of complications, such as pneumonia 
or a bloodstream Infection. 

If your child has scarlet fever, keep them at home until at least 24 hours after the start of 
antibiotic treatment to avoid spreading the infection to others. 
 
 
As a parent, if you feel that your child seems seriously unwell, you should trust your own 
judgement. Contact NHS 111 or your GP if: 

x Your child is getting worse 
x Temperature has lasted more than 5 days 
x Your baby is under 3 months and has a temperature of 38C, or is older than 3 months 

and has a temperature of 39C or higher 
x Your child is feeding or eating much less than normal 
x Your child has had a dry nappy for 12 hours or more or shows other signs of dehydration 

such as dark yellow, strong smelling pee, peeing less often than usual, feeling dizzy or 
lightheaded, feeling tired, sunken eyes or dry mouth, lips, tongue 

x Your baby feels hotter than usual when you touch their back or chest, or feels sweaty  
x Your child is very tired or irritable 



 

 

 
Call 999 or go to A&E if: 

x your child is having difficulty breathing – you may notice grunting 
x noises or their tummy sucking under their ribs 
x there are pauses when your child breathes 
x your child’s skin, tongue or lips are blue 
x your child is floppy and will not wake up or stay awake 
x Your child has severe pains in their arms, legs, neck or back 
x Your child has a painful, red area of skin, especially if it is getting bigger quickly  

 

Spread and prevention 
Group A strep is spread by close contact with an infected person. It can be passed on through 
coughs and sneeze or from a wound. It’s important to: 

x Teach your child to wash their hands properly with soap and warm water for 20 seconds 
x Teach your child to catch coughs and sneezes into a tissue 
x Keep your child away from others when they are feeling unwell 
 


